220             SPIRITUAL VOICES

ears. There are times when, owing to our en-
feebled spiritual powers, the moral laws seem like
the dim and insubstantial fabrics of a dream. We
look for the ideals by which we had lived and they
are not there,, The only remedy is in this inward
life of faith. That is our hold on eternal reality."
" By faith we understand" declared the inspired
writer. Our wisdom is to adopt the method of
the bold aviator, and reinforce our failing po^er
by the only sure remedy. We remember that our
Lord spoke a certain parable, " to this end, that
men ought always to pray, and not to faint."

fc Whilst the. mere commonplace empiric

Sees separately the scattered scenes

And to the east goes groping on

Love,, in one glance, may focus all things?*

Wlien a young man, Gladstone boldly asserted,
in his first book, that the State must have a con-
science. The inference he drew from that, at the
time, was that there should be an Established
Church. The inference may be challenged, but
the assumption is impregnable. We have seen, in
awful characters, writ by God's fiery finger,
the fate which befalls a nation whose leaders de-